Graduate Research Assistants

Tuition Remission
Oklahoma State University’ Graduate College has determined graduate research assistants (GRA) are eligible for tuition remission for up to six graduate credit hours in exchange for services provided to research projects. The tuition remission will be provided by the University under certain conditions. 

1. The GRA is enrolled in an advance degree program.

2. The GRA is participating in a research project sponsored, in whole or in part, by Oklahoma State University, federal, state agency, local agency, private organization, or other outside organization.

3. The tuition remission funding provided by the University is considered GAP funding. The GAP funding remains in place in anticipation of outside sponsorship.

4. The GRA, if performing within the guidelines of the program, will receive the tuition remission regardless of whether or not an outside sponsor is secured.
While Oklahoma State University will support a GRA with tuition remission up to six graduate hours with institutional funds, the Vice President of Research and Technology Transfer, through the Dean of the Graduate College has asked all grant and contract writers to include in their proposed budgets to prospective funding sources (regardless of federal, state, private) tuition remission funding for graduate students working in support of the project. However, the request made to the funding source is secondary to the University’s commitment to the GRA, and the decision by the sponsor will not affect the GRA’s tuition remission funding. 
The University has already agreed to fund tuition remissions for all graduate research assistants, and the University will not distinguish between funding sources or indiscriminately penalize a GRA should a sponsor deny tuition remission funding. The University has agreed to provide tuition support. The University will not, upon the finding that a funding source will not offer tuition remission, retract a GRA’s tuition remission
GAP Funding
The Graduate College provides GAP funding in anticipation of sponsor support. If and when a GRA is assigned to a specific grant or contract, the research project’s College of record should notify the Graduate College via the use of Exhibit A. GAP funding will be replaced with sponsorship dollars. This internal process reimburses the GAP funding account with sponsored funding. The Exhibit A procedure allows the University to efficiently administer the program with minimal financial impact to the student and provides consistent treatment of the sponsor. The procedure does not circumvent the sponsor’s agency authority with the use of the funding, and the reimbursement of the GAP funding will be considered a direct charge. The Gap account will, for all intents and purposes, serve as a clearing account. 

OMB Circular A-21 Guidelines

According to A-21, scholarships and student aid costs are allowable only when the purpose of the sponsored agreement is to provide training to participant and the charge is approved by the sponsoring agency. However, tuition remission and other forms of compensation paid as, or in lieu of, wages to students performing necessary work on  externally sponsored grant are allowable provided that:

1. The individual is conducting activities necessary to the sponsored agreement;

2. Tuition remission and other support are provided in accordance with established educational institution policy and consistently applied in a like manner to students in return for similar activities conducted in non-sponsored as well as sponsored activities; and

3. During the academic period the student is enrolled in an advanced degree program at the institution or affiliated institution and the activities of the student in relation to the federally-sponsored research project are related to the degree program;

4. The tuition or other payments are reasonable compensation for the work performed and are conditioned explicitly upon the performance of necessary work; and 

5. It is the institution’s practice to similarly compensate students in non-sponsored as well as sponsored activities.

Unless the grant is expressly deemed a training grant for the participant, a scholarship or tuition remission for the general purposes of paying a student’s tuition is not allowed. However, if a student is active and performing necessary work on a project, some type of compensation is allowed to be given to the student in direct proportion to the amount and complexity of work performed by the student. This is allowed if the institution treats sponsored projects and non-sponsored research activities the same, an institutional policy is in place, and the compensation is reasonable. The compensation can be in the form of a stipend, tuition remission (scholarship), wages, or some combination thereof.

Each student at Oklahoma State University is charged tuition based upon the course level (graduate or undergraduate) as well as miscellaneous fees associated with attendance. The phrase “tuition” should be understood as tuition and not inclusive of other enrollment fees.  The grant writer should only include tuition in the grant’s proposed budget. Simply, Oklahoma State University has elected to fund up to six hours of graduate tuition for the graduate research assistant. The University will not pay the miscellaneous fees associated with the course of study. Thus for consistency as defined under A-21, an external sponsor will not be asked to support the charges the University would not pay if the GRA was not sponsored by an outside organization. In some circumstances where full disclosure is made to the sponsor and the sponsor specifically stipulates, additional tuition costs over and above the 6 hours and required enrollment fees may be charged to the sponsor. 
Request for Additional Sponsor Support

GAP funding is provided by the Graduate College and covers up to 6 hours of tuition.

Tuition support received from the sponsor will be used to substitute (reimburse) institutional funds previously granted to the GRA. Secondly, Oklahoma State University will not provide GAP funding for fee remission. If the University will not financially support fee remission with GAP funding, consistency suggests that Oklahoma State University should not ask an external sponsor to subsidize GRA tuition support at a rate greater than University is willing to provide.


Not merely an exception
As mentioned previously Federal rules are specific are clear that unless the grant is expressly deemed a training grant for the participant, a scholarship or tuition remission for the general purposes of paying a student’s tuition is not allowed. If a sponsor will pay costs of attendance over and above the cost of six hours of tuition and the University expressly requests the additional support and fully discloses the University’s normal policy of tuition support to the sponsor, the GRA’s support can include fees and the University will seek reimbursement from the sponsor. This request, however, is more than a mere exception. It is traditionally an unallowable charge to federal/federal flow-through grants or contracts, and a full disclosure to the sponsor is expected. This disclosure includes providing budget lines for tuition and fees independently of one another in the proposal. The following is representative of narrative language offering full disclosure and should be provided in the proposal:

“Graduate Research Assistants at Oklahoma State University are generally provided tuition remission only.  In this project, Oklahoma State University is requesting the sponsor to provide student support for required enrollment fees in addition to the cost of tuition.” 

Should the sponsor refuse to pay the required enrollment fees, the researcher, through coordination with the Dean, may use discretionary funds to pay for the enrollment fees over and above the cost of tuition. However, state appropriations may not be used to cover a GRA’s cost of attendance.

GENERAL GRANT FUNDING/TRAINING GRANT FUNDING

Projects specifically written as training grants for graduate/undergraduate students (not including GRA’s) may include costs over and above tuition. These costs may include mandatory fees, books, housing, board, supplies, or other costs typically not borne by performance type grants.  In these cases, the sponsoring agency traditionally and specifically outlines the costs the agency is willing to pay on the student’s behalf. However, the agency must specifically identify the amount and type of costs the agency is willing to pay. No assumption is made by the University. If the agency identifies that tuition will be paid, Oklahoma State University will seek reimbursement for tuition only. The grant writer must be specific in the budget request submitted to the sponsoring agency, and the agency must specifically agree to the budget.

Exhibit A, and the Payment of Tuition

Exhibit A is the process Oklahoma State University facilitates the payment of tuition for graduate research assistants and the payment of miscellaneous costs incurred by students on general grant funding, training grant programs, or departmental support. Exhibit A is initiated by the department of record (sponsoring department) of the student. Whether initiated by the department’s fiscal officer, administrative assistant, or principal investigator, information pertaining to the graduate student is entered on Exhibit A. This information should include the amount of tuition (or other pertinent costs) to be paid in support of the student’s costs of attendance. If the student is a graduate research assistant, the GRA may not receive remission of education costs above the tuition rate (unless specifically identified in the project proposal and expressly approved by the sponsoring agency). Also, the total amount of compensation for the GRA, inclusive of tuition remission, stipend, or salary, must be considered. A GRA may not be compensated at a rate that is unreasonable for the work required by the grant.

Sponsored Programs 

Tuition only

Upon completion of the Exhibit A, the department/college of record will electronically forward the Exhibit A (GRA’s and Graduate Training Grant Recipients) to the Graduate College email address gad-i@okstate.edu.Upon proper approval, the Graduate College will complete a campus vendor invoice (CVI), forward the CVI to Accounting in order to reimburse the GAP funding (tuition only) originally provided by the Graduate College with sponsored program dollars. 

Other Sponsored Support
Should the sponsor agree to pay other cost of education (fees, books, housing, board), the Exhibit A will be forwarded to GCFA for concurrence. If the sponsored agreement allows for the payment of the requested costs of attendance, the department’s fiscal officer or research administrator should include the amounts of appropriate fees on Exhibit A.  will be forwarded to the Bursar’s Office for processing. The Bursar’s Office will pay the student’s account with approved credits, and Financial Aid will be notified of the additional support. 
. 
All Exhibit A forms, with the exception of departmental tuition remission requests, should be forwarded to the Graduate College. For departmental tuition remission, Exhibit A should be forwarded to the bursar email address of bursarpop@okstate.edu. If the originator of any Exhibit A wishes to receive a copy of the CVI, this request for copy should be noted on Exhibit A when submitted.  

